
LESSON PLAN:  GRAFFITI-ING A TEXT

TEACHING POINT:  Students will be able to use prior knowledge of basic literary elements of fiction to make predictions about a new text based on interaction with small pieces of the new text.
MATERIALS:  Element chart, “How to Graffiti a Text” hand-out taped to the desks, enough different pieces of text so that each student has one taped to where they sit, instrumental music, a timer, notecards

LEARNING HOOK:  Write on the board, “We had a leak in our classroom last night, some pieces of text might have dripped onto your desk.  Please do not touch the text.

OPENING:  Remind students of the past lessons on literary elements (plot, characterization, conflict, setting, theme).  Chart with elements posted on the board for reminders.  Explain to students the procedures for graffiti-ing a text (You will start at your seat. While the music is playing, read  your piece of text and write a response based on the possible response choices and trying to incorporate the literary elements.  When the music stops, you have until a count of ten to move to another piece of text.  When the music starts again, read the new piece of text and what others have said.  Then, respond to the new piece of text and the responses of others.)

PROCEDURE:  After explaining how the activity will work, begin the activity by starting the music.  Give students 3-4 minutes (depending on the length of the texts) to read and respond.  Repeat 4-5 times so that students have exposure to several pieces of text.  

SHARE and WRAP-UP:  After the last turn, students return to their original seat and read what others have written on “their pieces of text.”  Students are given a note card on which to write their predictions about the story based on the pieces of text they encountered.  Students will share out their predictions and explain where the prediction came from (citing specific pieces of text that helped them develop the prediction).  Collect the note-cards and use them the next day after students have read the story so that they can compare their predictions with the actual story.  
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